
DATE

July 4, 2010

SERMON BY

Pastor Jim Dunn

TEXT  

Matthew 22:1-14

 1And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2"The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 

wedding feast for his son, 3and sent his servants to call those who were 
invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4Again he sent 
other servants, saying, 'Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my 
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything 
is ready. Come to the wedding feast.' 5But they paid no attention and went 
off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest seized his 
servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7The king was angry, 
and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 
8Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding feast is ready, but those 
invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the 
wedding feast as many as you find.' 10And those servants went out into 
the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the 
wedding hall was filled with guests.
11"But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man 
who had no wedding garment. 12And he said to him, 'Friend, how did you 
get in here without a wedding garment?' And he was speechless. 13Then 
the king said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and foot and cast him into 
the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.' 14For many are called, but few are chosen."

I’ve stood on Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the White House twice in 
my life.  From the outside it looked like a perfect symbol for America, an 
impenetrable fortress of freedom.  So, it was shocking to hear that, at a 
State Dinner held there not long ago, an uninvited couple was able to get 
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past White House security and attend the dinner.  They have to be the 
most famous gate crashers of all time. 

Except, perhaps, for the guy who found a way into Buckingham Palace. 
Early in the morning of July 9, 1982, 31-year-old Michael Fagan 
scaled the 14-foot wall (topped with barbed wire) on the 
southeast side of the Palace.  He climbed inside an open window 
and then wandered along various corridors.  He tripped a silent 
alarm twice, but both times Palace security simply turned it off, 
thinking it was an electrical malfunction.  He eventually found the 
unlocked door of the Queen’s bedroom and entered. The footman 
who normally stood guard at her door was outdoors walking the 
Queen’s dogs.  So, her Majesty awoke that morning to find a strange 
man sitting on the foot of her bed.

Shockingly, in one of Jesus’ parables we have the story of a gate 
crasher.  The setting is a formal wedding dinner. It includes various 

details we would expect of a formal wedding dinner: appropriate attire, 
invitations, and generous amounts of rich food. 

In this parable, Jesus probably had in mind the great banquet envisioned 
by the Hebrew prophet, Isaiah. In that prophecy, the Lord Himself spreads 
a banquet on His holy mountain (Jerusalem), consisting of fine wines and 
choice meats. The guest list includes all peoples. No doubt, Jesus had this 
account in mind, but that doesn’t mean His parable is about the banquet 
of heaven. It is likely that this parable is not about heaven at all. How do 
we know? Well, the banquet in this parable has a gate crasher, and heaven 
has no gate crashers.

Would it not be more likely then that this parable is about the Church on 
earth in which we dine on God’s Words, the Lord’s Supper, and the 
forgiveness of sins? I know Jesus opens this parable by saying,  The 
kingdom of heaven is like… But “kingdom of heaven” is a term used 
interchangeably with kingdom of God. Both terms refer to the reign of 
God now, in a person’s heart, through Jesus. 
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The thing is, sometimes we think God can reign in our hearts and lives 
while we abstain from dining on His Words, the Lord’s Supper, and the 
forgiveness of sins.

That would explain the ignoring of the invitations in this parable. In 
this parable, a king is holding a dinner for his son’s wedding. He 
sends out his servants saying,  Tell those who are invited, See I have 
prepared the dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 
slaughtered and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast. In a 
traditional Middle Eastern village, the host of a dinner invites a 
group of his friends. On the basis of the number of people who 
accept the invitation, he decides how much and what kind of meat 
he will serve. On the day of the dinner, the meat is prepared fresh. 
When everything is ready, the host sends his servant around the 
village to say the words that are customary to this very day: Please 
come, everything is ready.

They have already accepted the invitation, and the food has already been 
prepared, so it would be shocking if they didn’t come. So also, it is 
shocking in the parable when the invited guests begin to give excuses for 
not coming to the dinner. It is even more shocking when the invitees 
begin to throttle the servants who were sent to gather them. Indeed, it is 
shocking when those who have accepted Jesus’ call to follow Him 
consistently ignore opportunities to hear His Word, receive the Lord’s 
Supper, and receive the forgiveness of sins. Because most of the excuses 
are lame. 

Yet, even those of us who seldom miss an opportunity to dine on God’s 
Word, the Lord’s Supper, and the forgiveness of sins may not fully grasp 
the nature of the feast that our Lord places before us. There is yet one 
more aspect of this parable: the gate crasher. Like us, he has come to the 
supper. So, what’s the problem? In the parable it says, When the king came 
in to look at the guests (those who had accepted the invitation), he saw 
there a man who had no wedding garment.  And he said to him, Friend, 
how did you get in here without a wedding garment? And the man was 
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, Bind him hand and foot 
and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. For many are called but few are chosen. 
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The man was speechless. I think I know why. He was shocked. He thought 
he had accepted the invitation. He thought he was wearing the wedding 
garment, the appropriate attire for the dinner. This speechless man speaks 

to our numbness: those times when we are numb to God’s 
forgiveness (yes, we are here, we hear the absolution on Sunday 
morning, and still we hang on to our sins), those times when we 
are numb to our need to be an open book to someone, to speak of 
that which we are ashamed, and hear from that person that we’re 
forgiven, and those times when we are numb to this same need in 
others such that we judge them. This speechless gate crasher speaks 
to those times when we are numb to God’s forgiveness, when we 
have no joy, no pleasure in God’s grace, when, instead of wearing the 
wedding garment of God’s forgiveness through Jesus, we wear a 
mask, we hide our shame.

In the film, Babette’s Feast, a Frenchwoman takes a job in Denmark as 
the cook and housekeeper for a small Protestant sect. Living all together 
in the same house, they lead a harsh, Puritanical lifestyle. Babette is 
Catholic, but she submits to their stern life, even learning to prepare the 
bland fish soup that is the staple of their diet. Her only link to her former 
life is a lottery ticket that a friend in Paris renews for her every year. In 
her 14th year in Denmark she wins that lottery and decides to spend it 
on a feast for the tiny congregation. They agree to it reluctantly.  And then 
watch as Babette sends for live turtle, quail, fine wines, china, and crystal. 
They worry that Babette’s feast will be a great sin of sensual luxury. So, at 
the last second, they decide they will still come to the feast, but they will 
take no pleasure in it. That is also what we do at times to God’s 
forgiveness. What those Danes did not know, though, was that Babette 
had been a five star chef back in France. And when they ate her food they 
could not help themselves. They did enjoy it. And they were changed. 
Around the table old wrongs were forgotten and old loves were 
rekindled.

That in itself is a parable of how the Lord does not throw in the towel, 
knowing what the Food He offers may yet do in our lives. Like the king in 
Jesus’ parable, the Lord does not become disillusioned and change his 
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plan. He still gives the banquet. He still offers His Words and His Lord’s 
Supper and His forgiveness. 

And He confronts the gate crasher. God is kind enough to not let us 
persist in our numbness. He confronts us, yes! In that mysterious 
phrase, Many are called but few are chosen, He reminds us that 
there is nothing in us that chooses to follow Jesus and love His 
Words. 

And here at the end of parable He reveals to us again what does 
cause us to follow Him and rekindle our love for Him. 

It’s the Gate Crasher.  Who at His crucifixion was bound hand and 
foot, stripped of all garments and thrown into the darkness of hellish 
separation from His Father, and the weeping and gnashing of teeth 
were His own. 

He was gate crashing. 

He was somewhere He was not invited. He was somewhere He did not 
belong.  He was like Michael Fagan sitting on the foot of the Queen’s bed. 
With royal dignity, she engaged him in conversation and kept him calm. 
When he asked for a cigarette, it gave her an excuse to summon a 
footman, and Fagan was arrested. 

 Just like that, Jesus went to a place to which He was not invited and 
where He did not belong. He crashed the gates of hell!  He suffered 
eternal damnation in our place. 

So that the Lord might welcome gate crashers, sinners, and excuse 
makers like us to His table again today in the confidence that His Food 
can change us, that we will take pleasure in the feast that He sets before 
us, that we will wear His forgiveness on our sleeve, joyfully giving up our 
sins, because He says to us, Everything is ready; come to the wedding 
feast.

Amen
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